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Dodging DAX
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Thank you to our Fabric February Friends!

Fabric February Sponsors



Modeling concepts

Explore a better way of 
doing Power BI reports

Power BI reports on 
operational data
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Total Sales Revenue
Rolling 3-month Average Sale

Net Sales per Quarter 

Report requirements:





Making these reports 
won’t be fun.



In fact, it won’t even 
be possible with this 

data model.



It’s actually a 
really bad idea.



Seriously.



Why is this going to 
be difficult?



The operational data
model is not suitable 

for reporting.





Several 
reasons for that.



The data model is 
normalized.



No. 

NormalizED. 







A normalized 
data model is 
not intuitive.



A normalized 
data model has 

many uses.



…but reporting is 
not one of them.



The data model has 
a date issue.





The numbers will 
seem absolutely fine



…when, in fact, 
they’re not.



The report will be 
unbearably slow – 

especially as the 
dataset  grows.



I told you it was 
a bad idea.





We can make the 
data model 

much more intuitive.





This is the same 
information in a 

dimensional structure.



Also known as a 
“star schema”



Two parts to 
a dimensional 

data model:



Facts





Dimensions





Remember the 
date issue?





This is the way.



A dimensional 
data model is much 

more intuitive.





But - creating a 
dimensional data 

model requires effort.







Let’s put it all together.



Total Sales Revenue
Rolling 3-month Average Sale

Net Sales per Quarter 

Report requirements:
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Report requirements:





Total Sales Revenue
Rolling 3-month Average Sale

Net Sales per Quarter 

Report requirements:





Measures?
Maybe. Maybe not.



- Marco Russo

“The best DAX is 

the DAX you did 

not have to write.”



-Patrick LeBlanc

“I’m not lazy, 

I’m efficient.”



Better Performance?
Yes.



Bonus: 
Better Security?

%#@$! YES.



Data modeling is a 
complicated activity.

Even more important with 
Microsoft Fabric.

Just because you can,  doesn’t 
mean you should.





Dirty secret: 
None of these sales 
numbers are actually 

correct.







Thank you!
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